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THE SECRET. 

THAT which was in the beginning is neither young nor 
old; 
It started not; it was formless thing, with no texture or 

fold. 
Twas endless unlimited mass, without distinction of parts. 
It never engendered the maddened stroke of lightning 

which darts 
With power formidable into places that knew it not ; 
Unmoved it was, nor good nor evil, nor cold nor hot. 

No longer this substance stands in its pristine state apart; 
It yields to the hand of man and is moulded by his art 
To shapes which please his fancy or serve the purpose he 

forms. 
Tis stirred by the ebb and flow of movement, and heavy 

storms 
Now beat upon it part upon part. — What we see grows old ; 
That which was in the beginning is now lost from our hold. 

Through ages long and by changes many and moving slow 
Was part from part separated, becoming stone or snow 
Or air or man ; and whence or by what process they came 
Is not revealed in the forms that now our notice claim. 
No memory reaches back, and searching alone can find 
The intricate secret which is hid from the view of mind. 
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In Man yet deeper grows the longing this secret to know. 
To-day he labors with power, and not is his progress slow : 
The past he penetrates further ; forth he reaches his hand ; 
The truth he will find if record there is on sea or land 
Or in the firmament, or the future can make it known 
By throwing its light where once the light of the past hath 
shone. 

— O, hasten, glad Day, when Man by search this knowledge 

shall find 
And matter shall yield its longest-treasured secret to mind. 

R. D. Carmichael. 



